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Is your current research mainly curiosity driven (fundamental) or rather applied? {#open201800158-sec-0001}
=================================================================================

![](OPEN-7-671-g002.jpg "image")Our current research covers fundamental issues that allow the structure and properties of a studied compound to be determined in solution. The results will allow us, in the next step, to examine the possibility of using the studied compounds \[nickel(II) complexes or Schiff bases\] in various practical applications (environmental protection, military applications).

What is, in your opinion, an upcoming research theme likely to become one of the ′hot topics′ in the near future? {#open201800158-sec-0002}
=================================================================================================================

There is increasing talk about the possibility of using chemical and biological weapons by terrorists. One of the "hot topics" in science, in the near future, will be the rapid detection of toxic chemical and biological substances, as well as the possibility of their decontamination. These issues represent an important research area also for chemical sciences.

Does the research open other avenues that you would like to investigate? {#open201800158-sec-0003}
========================================================================

Our future research will go in two directions. Schiff bases are indicated as effective antibacterial, antiviral, and antifungal agents. In the face of a real bioterrorist threat, it would be useful to find a means that could be effective against the pathogens used. Possibly, imines would be those agents. In the second part of our future research, our results will be used to identify the chemicals found in solid and liquid hazardous wastes and to further develop a technological process to recycle them. ![](OPEN-7-671-g001.jpg "image")
